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EXPERIENCES

IT'S STAR TIME

THE PORTUGUESE SIDERALE SCAFUSIA SHINES BRIGHTLY IN THE WATCH FIRMAMENT

TEXT — IWC PHOTOS — Felix Streuli DATE — 29 August, 2011

THIS PROJECT HAS INVOLVED SOME OF OUR STAFF FROM THE BEGINNING OF THEIR WORKING LIVES,
AND ACCOUNTS FOR THEIR ENTIRE CAREER TO DATE

—Stefan lhnen




STEFAN IHNEN

THE PORTUGUESE SIDERALE SCAFUSIA IS A “GESAMTKUNSTWERK”: A
TOTAL ARTWORK. WHAT DO YOU FIND MOST EXCITING ABOUT THIS — Stefan Ihnen, Technical Director with IWC
WATCH? Schaffhausen

THIS PROJECT HAS INVOLVED A WHOLE TEAM OF STAFF FOR TEN YEARS.
WHAT ARE THE REPERCUSSIONS OF SUCH A LONG DEVELOPMENT TIME?

PORTUGUESE SIDERALE
SCAFUSIA

VIEW DETAILS

HAVE THERE BEEN MOMENTS YOU WON'T FORGET?

THE KEY FACTOR WAS THAT EVERYONE WAS VERY ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THE PRODUCT AND SPARED
NO EFFORT TO MAKE IT A SUCCESS

—Thomas Gdumann

THOMAS GAUMANN

YOU ARE THE PROJECT LEADER WHO TURNED JEAN-FRANCOIS MOJON'’S
DESIGN TO REALITY. HOW DIFFICULT WAS IT FOR THE DEVELOPERS,
SPECIALISTS AND WATCHMAKERS TO WORK TOGETHER?

—Thomas Gdumann, Head of Research and



Development (R&D) Movements at IWC

FROM PROTOTYPE CONSTRUCTION TO PROCUREMENT AND THE TEST
STAGE, THERE WERE MANY OBSTACLES TO OVERCOME. WHAT ARE YOU
ESPECIALLY PROUD OF?

WHAT DISTINGUISHES THE MOVEMENT OF THE PORTUGUESE SIDERALE
SCAFUSIA FROM OTHER IWC MOVEMENTS?

ONLY THE VERY BEST IS GOOD ENOUGH. THERE IS NO ROOM FOR COMPROMISE WITH THE PORTUGUESE
SIDERALE SCAFUSIA

—Mario Klein

MARIO KLEIN

MARIO KLEIN, WHEN DID YOU GET INVOLVED AS PRODUCT MANAGER?

—NMario Klein, Product Group Manager with IWC
Schaffhausen

EVERY ORDER CROSSES YOUR DESK, AND EVERY PORTUGUESE
SIDERALE SCAFUSIA IS A ONE-OFF. THERE’S AN INDIVIDUALIZED STAR
CHART AND A PERSONAL CHOICE OF MATERIALS AND COLOURS. WHAT
DOES THAT MEAN FOR YOU?



FUNCTIONS, QUALITY, DESIGN ... IS EVERYTHING ABOUT THE
PORTUGUESE SIDERALE SCAFUSIA MORE OR LESS UNIQUE?

ONE ASPECT OF THE WORK ON THE PORTUGUESE SIDERALE SCAFUSIA THAT THRILLS ME IS
MINIATURIZING THE OVERWHELMING SCALE OF THE COSMOS

—Stefan Brass

STEFAN BRASS

STEFAN BRASS, A RATHER SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT AWAITS YOU IN THE
PORTUGUESE SIDERALE SCAFUSIA. WHAT ATTRACTS YOU TO THE
PROJECT?

WHAT SKILLS QUALIFIED YOU FOR THIS SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT?

ASTRONOMY IS ONE OF YOUR HOBBIES, TOO. WHAT ATTRACTS YOU TO
IT?

—Stefan Brass, Master Watchmaker with IWC



DEVELOPING THE PORTUGUESE SIDERALE SCAFUSIA WAS LIKE CLIMBING A HIGH MOUNTAIN

—Jean-Frangois Mojon

JEAN-FRANCOIS MOJON

IT TOOK YOU AROUND TEN YEARS TO GET THE PORTUGUESE SIDERALE
SCAFUSIA READY FOR SERIES PRODUCTION. WOULD YOU CALL IT A
SUCCESS STORY?

—Jean-Frangois Mojon, Independent Designer
and Developer

AT THE HEART OF THE WATCH IS THE PATENTED CONSTANT-FORCE
TOURBILLON. WHAT IS SO UNUSUAL ABOUT THIS COMPLICATION?

YOU ARE A DEVELOPER SPECIALIZING IN COMPLICATIONS. THE
PORTUGUESE SIDERALE SCAFUSIA COMBINES SOLAR AND SIDEREAL TIME.
COULD THIS EVER BE SURPASSED?

I ENJOY THE TASK OF EXPLAINING COMPLEX PHENOMENON IN OUR UNIVERSE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC

—~Professor Ben Moore




PROFESSOR BEN MOORE

PROFESSOR MOORE, YOU PROBABLY AREN'T APPROACHED BY A WATCH
MANUFACTURER EVERY DAY? WHAT MADE YOU TO AGREE TO WORK WITH
IwcC?

WHAT IS IT SPECIFICALLY ABOUT THIS WATCH THAT BEARS YOUR
SIGNATURE?

EACH WATCH FEATURES A STAR CHART SPECIFIED BY THE CUSTOMER,
WHICH IS BASED ON HIS LOCATION AND IS THEREFORE UNIQUE. WHAT
LOCATION WOULD YOU CHOOSE AND WHY?

COMMENTS

Have something to say? Add your comment here
SIGN IN REGISTER

FANDEJO

—Professor Ben Moore, Director of the Institute
for Theoretical Physics at the University of
Zurich
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